
Townes Board Meeting Minutes 
June 7, 2021 
Place-Virtual 

 
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. This was a Zoom meeting. Present were board members Jon 
Cooper, Jackie Grove, Jim O’Connor, Darlene Barnett, and Tom Christ. Carrie Murphy attended from 
ASM. 
 
1. Approve minutes from previous meetings. 

A. Approve February 25th meeting minutes. 
1) Minutes were approved by unanimous consent. 

B. Approve May 25th meeting minutes. 
1) Minutes were approved with changes to add meeting time and attendees. 

 
2. Report of the Landscaping committee recommendations for 2021 and beyond. 

A. Jim Caponera, Landscaping Committee Chairman, identified several areas for improvement 
to the landscaping throughout the community. Recommendations included pruning trees, 
particularly the River Birches, refresh the pine straw and mulch, remove trees where trees 
and their roots jeopardize buildings and/or concrete structures, and other general 
recommendations. 

1) The Board of Directors approved, by unanimous consent, the recommendations as 
follows: 

a) Apply pine straw as soon as the contractor is able to locate pine straw. 
b) Apply mulch to areas that currently have mulch. 
c) Repair areas that were disturbed when the palms were removed 

throughout the community. Add landscaping to areas where the palm 
removal left vacant spots. 

d) Remove trees that must be removed to prevent damage to buildings and/or 
concrete. 

 
3. Review April Financials. 

A. The April financials were reviewed with no concerns expressed by board members. Income 
year-to-date is higher than budget and total expenses year-to-date are lower than budget. 
Both income and expenses are projected to be on budget by the end of the fiscal year. 

 
4. Discuss pool furniture and pool hours. 

A. The board voted by unanimous consent to return the furniture to the pool area. 
B. The board voted by unanimous consent to keep the Pool’s open hours from 9:00 a.m. to 

8:00 p.m. 
1) It is not possible for the pool cleaning company to have the pool area and building 

cleaned before 9:00 a.m. each day. 
2) A city ordinance regarding noise and neighbor disturbance would prevent the pool 

from remaining open past 8:00 p.m. 
 
5. Discuss the Architectural Review Committee (ARC), its purpose, internal workings, additional 

requirements requested. 
A. The ARC will continue to operate as originally defined with the objective to provide a 

decision, within one week, to those community members that have submitted a request. 
This will allow the ARC, the board, and ASM each two days to process requests. 

B. The ARC will make recommendations to the board if they see areas for improvement within 
the ARC approval process. 

 
6. Vendor Items. 



A. Palmetto Exterminator has been the pest control company for the Townes @ Buckwalter 
since the community was developed. While the community was being built, each building 
was put under contract separately with Palmetto Exterminators. As such, contracts for each 
building are renewed annually when they expire, a couple of buildings each month. 
Palmetto Exterminators has requested the entire community be put under one contract 
with an expiration date at the end of each calendar year.  

1) The board approved, by unanimous consent, Palmetto Exterminator’s request to 
combine all buildings under one contract and to set the expiration date to the end 
of the calendar year. 

B. Palmetto Exterminator made recommendations that may further protect buildings from 
termite intrusion throughout our community. 

1) Carrie Murphy will investigate a Professional Engineering firm to evaluate Palmetto 
Exterminator’s recommendations. 

C. Atlantic States Management’s contract will expire at the end of June. 
1) A resolution was put forward to, “Approve the renewal of the management contract 

with Atlantic States Management for the 2021/2022 period under the current 
renewal terms of the contract now in effect.” 

a) The resolution was approved by unanimous consent. 
D. Discuss additional camera installation for the pool area. Securitas met with Jon Cooper and 

Tom Christ to evaluate the camera coverage at the pool area. It was decided to have 
Securitas provide a proposal to add one camera to view the pool’s parking lot area. 

1) The board voted, by unanimous consent, to accept Securitas’ proposal to add one 
camera to view the parking lot area. 

E. Update on pressure washing and discuss results. 
1) It was the general consensus of board members that the power washing contractor 

did a good job with a few exceptions noted. 
a) Next time, the vendor will be instructed to skip washing back porch areas 

for home where residences did not clear their porch area of personal items. 
b) The date for washing next year will be targeted for May, late enough to 

avoid the pollen season in South Carolina yet early enough to have the 
homes cleaned for the start of summer. 

 
7. Update on replacement for Wendy Tillman. 

A. Carrie Murphy announced the hiring of Stephanie Booth to the position of Property 
Manager and she will be responsible for our community. Stephanie comes to ASM with 
previous property management experience in Georgia. 

 
8. Discuss dates for the annual Homeowners Association Member’s Meeting. 

A. Three dates in November were selected to evaluate with a final date to be chosen once a 
venue and other considerations have been investigated. 

 
9. Executive Session items discussed. 

A. The status of the pending litigation against the Association. 
B. Current delinquencies and the progress to collect from past due accounts owners. 
 

10. A motion to close the meeting was seconded and approved by unanimous consent. 


